IE I_TS IELTS Reading Practice: Matching Paragraph Information

A Brief History of Whaling

A) People have been whaling for thousands of years. Norwegians were among the
first to hunt whales, as early as 4,000 years ago. The Japanese may have been doing
so even earlier.

B) Traditions as varied as the Inuit (who hunted in the Arctic Ocean), Basque (who
hunted in the Atlantic), and Japanese (who hunted in the Pacific) relied on whales to
provide material goods, as well as part of their cultural identity.

C) Nearly every part of the whale was used. Meat, skin, blubber, and organs were
eaten as an important source of protein, fats, vitamins, and minerals. Baleen was
woven into baskets and used as fishing line. In warmer climates, baleen was also
used as a roofing material. Bones were used primarily for tool making and carving
ceremonial items such as masks.

D) During the Middle Ages and Renaissance, whaling gained popularity throughout
Northern Europe. Whale oil and baleen (sometimes called whalebone, although it’s
not bone at all) were valuable commeodities. Whale oil comes from the blubber of
right and bowhead whales, and the head cavity of sperm whales. It was used
primarily for oil lamps. Corsets and hoop skirts were constructed from whalebone.

Questions 1-5

The reading passage has 4 paragraphs. Which paragraph contains the following
information? Letters may be used more than once. Write the correct letter (A-D) as
your answer.

Whaling became common in Northern Europe.
. Avariety of different cultures have used whales to furnish important supplies.

1
2
3. The Japanese probably started hunting before anyone else.
4. Whale oil was used for lighting.

5

. The body of a dead whale was used for many purposes and little was wasted.

Answers can be found on my website: www.ieltsliz.com under the reading section.
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